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TO WORKING MEN.

Tow te lncreaso Cempetition for the Pare
..:.- of Linbor, nud how 1o Raise the

Waaes of the Laborer.
From Toe Pough, The Lorm, wxd Tue Aavd

A Correspondent requests us to explain
mere fully than, as he says, we have hererofore done,
Bow it is that the mas who bas labor 0 sell— § thy
case with most of us—ls benefited by Pootection, aud
bow it lathat he is injured by the Britsh Free Trada

pystem. ‘

In reply, we might, we think, refer himto his own
slmost purely sgricultural peighboriood. where he
could, withoot diffieulty, find hundreds of wen, and
bundreds of women and children, wasting more thne
than would, if properly employed, purchaso twice tha
clothing and twice the machinery of production they

labor, he knows that he can act as becomea s freeman in
determiuing for whom he will work, and the prics he

| i willing to receive for hia services; but f he lives in |

one in which there [a competition e ghe sale of labor,

| be kncws well that I8 does not rest with him to deter-

mine cither where he will work or what ahall be his
wages.

Where all are farmers, there can be no competition for
the purchase of labor, exeept for a few days in harvest,
brut thare muct be competition for the sale of labor during

| allthe rest of the yewr, Of course, where all are farm-

are now enebled 1o obtain. Why, howerer, he will pro-

ably ask, is it1hat they do mo wasteit? Hacause thare
ia no demsud for it except in agriculture ; and when
hat Is the core there must nocossarily be great waste of
time. At oneseason of the year the farm roquires much
lsbor, while at another it needs but lisls, and if its
nelghbors are sll farmers, they aro all 1o the same sit-
uation. If the weather is fit for plowing, they and their
horses and men are all employed. [If it is not, they are
all idle. In winter they have all of them lintleto do ;in
harvest-time they are all overrun with work ; sod
erops frequenily perish on the ground for waat of the
sid requised for gethering them. Now, it would seem to
be quite clear that if thero oxisted some other mode of

that would find a demand for the surplus
1sbor of the neighborhood, all would be bensfited, The
man who had x day's Isbor to sell could sell it, and with
the proceed of the labor of a very few duys, now wasted,
could purchinee clothing for his children, if, indead, the
Inbor of those children, now ulso wasted, did not more

than pay for ull the clothing, not only of themselves, but |

of bis wife and himeelf.

|
In order that our resders may see clearly how this |

tate of things affects sll Iaborers, even thoss who are
employod, we must now ask them to exwnine wih ua
the manner in which the prices of xll commoditios sre
affected by excoss of supply over demand, or of deinand

the crop ol penches, or of potatoss, Ls, in even o pery
small degree, in excess of the regular demand, the ex-
Istence of that emall surplus so far diminishes the price
that the lsrger crop will not yield ss much as 8 much
smaller one would have dowe. [t lenl<o knownto them

ers or planters, the man who has lsbor to sell is st the
meres of the few who desire to buy I, &s s seen in our
Soutberu Frates, whera the laborer is aslave; and in
Irelord. where his condition is far worse than that of
the slnves of the South; wnd in Iud'a, whers men sell
themielves for long terma of years to Inbor in the
West Indies ; nnd in Portugal, whers competition for
the purclase of labor bas no existence.  Wiers, on the
contrary, there is & diversiication of employmenta,
therr s o stesdy improvement in the condition of mon,
wi they more and more acquire the power to determine
for themselves for whom they will work end what
shell be their rewnrd, as is seeq in the rapid improve
ment of the condition of the people of France, Belginm,
and Germany, and especially of those of Russis, whers
competition for the purchase of Iabor is increasing with
wondertul rapidity. Diversification of employmoant i
absclutely necessary to produce competition for the
purchase of labor. The shoemaker does not need to
purchuse shoes, nor does the miner need to buy cosl,

| apy more then the farmer neads to buy wheat o pota-

toes, Biiog them together, and combine with them
the Lntter, the the ectton-spi
woclen cloth, and the smelter and roller of iron, and

eech of them hecomea 8 competitor for the purchase of |

the Iabor, or the products of the labor, of all the others,

and the wages of all rise with the increase of compo- |
| tition.

In order thet labor may be productive, it must be
aided by mechinery. The farmer could do little with
his hande, wien nided by the plow and the harrow he

| may raise mueh wheat and corn. e could carry little
| om his shoulders, but he may transport much when

that when (he erop is s little leas thun s required to |

supply the deraand, the advance in prico is large, and
the farmorthen grows rich,  In this laster cean the pur
chasers are looking for sellers, wherens, in the former
one the sellers have to seek the buyers, Now, lubor is
a commodity Uist some desirs to sell, and that others
desire to buy, preclsely ns is the cese with jeschos ; but
it hna this dicedvantage when compared withany other
cammodity, that it s loas ensily transforred from the |
place where it exists to that at which it ks noeded, and
that the loss resulting from the absence of demond on the |
spot ia grenter than in reference to any o'her commodity
whatsoroer. The man who ralses o hundred bushels of
potatoes, of which only ninety-ive sre needed ot home,
can send tho remsiniog Gre 1o & distance of  hundred
or a thousand miles, and the 1oas ho sustiing is ouly that
which results from the fuct that the price of the whole
1z almoat fixed Ly what Le ean obtain for the surplus
bushels, burthened es they ero with heavy coet of trans-
portation, that he must lose; fur the mou thet must goto
o distant morket must always poy the expenss of getting
there, This is & lieavy loss, certainly, bt it s trivial
when ed with that 1 by bim who has la-
Lor to soll, because that cannot be earried to another
market, and woust be wasted.  If ho has two spare hours
& day to sell, he tinda that they waste themaelves in the |
very act of eecking a distant market, and his children |
may gq in rage, er even suffer from hunger, breanse of |
his inability to find s purchaser for the unly commaodity

he has to sell,  So, too, with the man who has deys,
weeks, or months of 1abor for which Le desires to find &
purchaser. Unwilling to leave his wife and children, to
goto a distance, he remaing to bo a constant woight
upon the lsbor market, and must eontinue «o to remain
wntil there #linll arise increased competition for the pur-
chnse of Inbor, 1t is within the kuowlodge of every
man who reads thils, whether Lis be slivmmadier, hatter,
tailor, printer, rickmaker, stons-mason, or laborer, that

half & dozen unemaployed men in his own pursnis, keep
down the waged of nll shormekers, all hatters, all tallors,
or printers; whereas, woges slways rise wiien thoro in
& demand for s few more than are in the neizhborhood.
The reason for this is to be found in the dificalty of
transfersing Wabor from the place at which it exista to
that at whicli it s needed ; nnd it is to thet we have Lo
sttribute the fuct that the tendency to depression in the
wrges of all lubor i 50 very great when there i even &
very 1mall cxcess of supply, and the teadency to ele-
watlon #o grost when there is evon o very small excess
of demand. Mon starve in Ireland for want of em-
ployment, nnd yot ihe distanes hetwoon them snd the
people who Lierevarn & dollur n duy, is one that could
o overcome tt the nxpense of fifteen or twenty dollars,
Wages may be sk n one part of the Union and low ia
another, urd yoi thoursnds must roranin to work at low
enes, becwurn of the ditiecudy of transporting them-
solyes, their wives, sud their families, to the places at
which thelr soi vlers are ueeded, Every such man tends

to keep down the wages of adl other meu who haca labor |

10 sell, and tierefore every man is interested in having
all other men fully employed, and to have the demind
grow faster tlen the supply. This is the best stake of
thidge for sll, capitulists and Inborers ; whereas, to Liave
the gupply in cxeees of the demand s injurions to all,
coployers sl employed,  All profit by iucrease in the
rompetition for the purchase of lubor, wud all suder from
inercased competition for the saleaf it.

We had occnsion, but a little wiile sluce, to visis
a factory in which were employed two hundred
femalea of various ages, from fourteen to twenty,
who were caruipng, on an sversge, threo dollars
per week, msking a total of six hundred doliars

ever supply. It is well known to sll of them, that when : slded by & horse aud wagon, and still more when aided
| by alocomotive engino or a ship. Ho could convert

| little grain into fiour when provided ooly with a pestlo

and mortar, but he mey do much when provided with
s mill, His wife eould convert little cotton into cloth
when provided only with a spioning-wheel and hand-
loom, but ber labor becones highly productive when
aided by the spluning-jenny and the power-loom. The
more Lor labors and those of ber husband are thus
sided tke lnrger will be the quaatity of grain produced,
the more reedily will it be converted into flour, the more
rendily will it be carried to market, the larger will be
the quentity of cloth for which it will exchange, the
greater will be the quantity of food and of cloth to be
dividixd mmong the laborers, snd the greater will be the

| facility on the part of the laborer to acquire machinery

of his own, ard to become his own employer, and to
ineresee thut diversification in the employment of labor
which tends to incrense the competition for its purchase.

It will noxt, we think, be quite clear to our readers
that the nearer the grist-mill ia to the furm, the les will
be the Inbor required for converting the wheat into flour,
the mora will be the labor that may he glven to the im-
provement of the farm, and the grester will be the
power of the farmer to purchase shoes, hate, eoate,
plows, or hurrows, and thus to create o demand for la-
bor. Fquslly elesr will it be that rthe necrer he can
bring the hatter, the ¢hoemaker, sod the tailor, the
maker of plows and harrows, the less will he the loss of
luber In exclisnging his wheat for their commedities,
sud the greater will be his power to purchnse books
and newspopers, to educate his children, aud thus to
introduce new varicties in the demand for labor; and
each such new variety in the demand for that commod-
ity tends to reise the wages of those engaged in all
other pursuits. 11 there bs none but farmers, sll are
secking employmont ou & furm.  Open s earpenter’s or
& blacksmith's shop, and the men employed thorein will
cossre to ba competitors for farm lubor, and wages will
tend to rise.  Open s mine, or quarry stone aad build &
uill, and bere will be a new competition for labor that
will tend to produce a rise in the wages of all laborers.
Build & dozen mille, and men will be required to get cut
timber snd stone, snd to meke spindles, looms, and
stesm.cngines ; and when tho mills are completed, the
demand for labor will withdraw hundreds of men that
wuuld be otherwise competitors for employment in the
plowing of fields, the making of shoss or couts, snd
bundreds of women that would otherwine be secking to
employ themeelven in binding sbors or muking ehirts,
Competition for the purchase of labor grows, therefore,
with evcry inerewse in the diversification of employ-
went, with constant tendeney to inerease in tie roward
of Inbor. It declines with every dimiuvation in the
modes of employing labor, with steady tendency to de-
cline in wrges,

Ihe cbject of the Dritieh system is, and lis slways
been, that of ecmpelling the peopls of other countries
to limit themeelves to the pursuits of agriculture, and
thus to prevent the existence, in any country of the
world, of eompetition fur the purchese of labor.  With
thit view it was thut Pogland forbade the ereetion of
iron-worke in these ber Ameriean provivees, und that
she imposed restrictions of various kinde in relation to
other pursults, The merchants of London petitioned
Parliument ageinst pormitting the cotablishment of any
description of menufactures in this country, and Lord
Crarmam deciered that he would not permit the people
of America to munke “even a hobuuil ™ for their owa

| we, The people of the West Indies wero in like man-

per week, or thirty thousand & year; or ns much aa |
wold Ly five bundred thousand yurds of cotton eloth. |

Now supposiog these two hundred fomales to reprosent
ano hundred (amnllies, it would follow thet thelr lahor

protueed €ve thousand yards of cloth per fumily, being |
probably three thues a8 much in value s the total con- |

sumption of clothing by all its mombers, from the
perent down to the infant child,

Lot us now suppose this fuctory closed - what thea
would bo the vilae of the Iabor of thesn girls, few of
whom have strongth for field work, evenil our hahita of
thought permitted that it should be =0 eanployedt It
would be slmoet nothing, for they could da little excopt
housewvork, and the only effeet of sending them bome
would bo that, © lisroas one person, fillly employed, per-
forms now the labor of the house, it would hencefurth
be divided bevween two or three, all of whom would
gradually loco the habis of industry they lave boen ne-
quiring. Tue direct effeet of this would be a dimioy-
tion in the demand for female labor, and s Jiminution of
ite rewnrd. While the factory continues in operation
there in compefition for the purchase of ruch labor. The pa-
rentdesires to retain ot least one child. A neighbor de
wires to hire another, and the factory ala s desires one: bu
to supply thow e demnnds requires all the females of the
neighborboud capable of working sl not provided with
families of their own; and thus thess who are willing to
work have the choice of employers and of rmploy
while the competition for the purchase of their services
tonds 1o frlwe the mte of wages. 1f, now, inthe exiat.
tugstate of things, anotker factory were established in
the ssme neightorhood, requiring s hundrad ors hua-
dred and 6ty more fomales, the effect wonld boto ectab-
lisk imernssnd rowepetition for the purchase of labor, altend-
el by incree: od power of choice on the part of 1he la-
borer, and! increased rewnrd of labor. If, on the con-
trary, the factories waore closed, the reverse edoct would
be produce d, the compatition for the purchase of laber
being diminieted, with corresponding diminution of the
power of choico on the partof the lnborer, and dimiou-
tion im the rompensation of sll.

What is true with rogard to the femalos of this neigh-
borbood is expually truo with regand to the mon,womon,
and ehildron of the workd. Wherevey thore rxists com-
petition for 1) & purchase of labor, there the luborer Las
bis cholce nmong emsployors, and the latter aro not oaly
required to jay highar wages, but they are also roquized
1o treat their workrzen snd workwomen with the con-
sideration that is ¢us to fellow beings »pual la rights
with thetnse lves | but wherever thare L 2ot compstision
for the purchase of labor, tho laborer i+ a slave, com-
pelled to work for sny whe will employ him, and te re-
oeive st the hards of his employer low wagos aad the
treatment of a slave, for slave ha . Hero s o pisin
ad simple proposition, the truth of which cach of our
readars cam teet (o bimself 1If he Uves in a neighbor-
Bood im whicl, there exiate comsatirion Jor the p irchase of

ver prohibited (rum refining their own sugar, and thus
was competition for the purchase of labor furbidden
there 06 woll as bere. To Barry out her system, she
forbudo that cotton or woollen machinery, or machinery
for the making of iron, vhould be exported to any part
of the worlil, and stisans wers prevented from emi.
grating, lest they should csizy to other countrics the
kuuwled g required for the eroction of maehinery, nnd
for bringing about that diversifiestion of employment

required for producing competition for the purchase of |

Ibor. By thus securing for hereelf s monopoly of the
wackinery for converting food and wool into cloth, and
focd, fuel and ore lato iron, she obtained complete con-
trol over the manufactures and teade of the world, and
thus beesm:e rich st the expense of other nations, who
found themscives io this menner limised to the pursuit
of mgriculture, with correspondent diminution in the
reward of Inbor,

For o time this prospered, but at length the eyes of

| the world were opened 1o the fact that they wers being

impoverished as she was being euriched ; aud that the
eftect of the system was that of constituting herself sole
bryer of the raw products of the lubor of the world, and
sole seller of the masufactured Lities 1o be given
in exchrpge for them, with power to fix the prices of
both ; srd thus that che wis really scting io thoe capacity
of mibstross of the world, with power to impose taxes at
diseretion. By degroes, machiuery aud nrtisans wore
smuggled sbrosd, and vew merhinery was made, snd
other natious turned thelr attention more and more to

manufsctuting : and now it became necessary to make |

rew exerticus for the purpose of securing to England
the mowopoly she had so loug enjoyndl. To enable ber
10 do this, it was needod that she should ssderwork the
latorers of the worid, snd thus desiroy tho power of
other notions to introduce among themselves that diver-
sification of pnployments without which, as our read.

ers well kuow, thers cpn be no campetition for the puar- |

chase of luber,  To sccomplish this, her enengies were
ta-ked for the invention of machinery that would en-
able her to substitute boys for meo, sud girle for
women ; sed at length children of the most tender yoars
were furced to werk fonrteen, fifteen, asd, we think,
even p2 bich es sixteey hours s day, in factories: nad
wheu it was propoced 1o limit the bours of work, Per
Jisment was gravely assurcd that all the profit pesulted
from the addit'ons! hours, sud that without them the
people of England could tot underwork the poor people
of Ipdia and other countrics, 1t was a contest for life
ard dentis.  The other nations of the world must be do-
prived af the power of converting their wool into cloth
—they must e deprived of the power to diversify
their Iabor—they must be hmited to one employment—
or Englend could not prosper.

Of the lndopondent nations, some wors wise eaough
to se0 st the tondency of this course of action was
townsd compelling all other nations to become, as The
Lowdon Tience says in regand to the people of Ireland,
"mhmdwmduddmmdmu&_l
Saxon ;" and they protected their people agaiast this
insane altempt at their subjugntion. Such waathe case
with Prance and Belgium, and their example was fol-
Jowed by Germany snd Russia, sod Demmark and
Sweden, the people of all of which are highly prosper:
ous when compared with those of Portugal, Turkey.

the maker of |

i vt the Britieh Cologies, the froetrade countries of the
wor'd

Amerz the eclenies of Britain was Ireland, but she
prutected horself agninst the system by high duties oo
British cottons spd woolens, British iron, and various
other manufsctures, umil, in 1501, by the Act of Union,
provision was made for the gradual abolition of all du-
tirs, snd the people of that country were exposed (o
British competition in all its fury. Asthe date of the
pessuge of that act, her manufuctures wero exteosive
and prosperous, and they supplicd almost ber whole
eousumption: but what has since been the edect of
British free trade may be seen by reference 1o our Sep-
tember pumber. in which were exhilited the gradual
dechinesud Eoal sunibilation of the coston, woolen, and
cther menufaetures of that country, attended by a de-
cline ta tho price of laborto even fowrpence o doy. and
follewed by famine and pestilence, that have reduced
the populstion of that magnificent bland to a poiut
lower than that st which it stood thirty years since,

Diversification of employment had passed awny, and
cvery man wus in the market competing with his neigh-
‘ber fir the cale of biz eommodity—labor—a necessary
conecquence of which was that those who desired to
buy it made their ownterma, “Landis life ! suid an
eminent Irish Judse ; sl in the competition for obtain-
ingns much land as would enabls the poor people to
sustuin life, the most oxsravagant renta were agreed to
Le pald, even as high as six, eight. or ten pounds, sr
thirty, forty, cr fifty dollars per acre. Such wasthe

" mere largely of food, while ceasing to contond with the
| acricultursl Isboret for employment on the farm.  Mills
were £lled with frmales, and the demand for cloths in-
crensedd, while the competition for empioyment, in the
making of shirts and coats, diminiched. Wages rose,
ard they rove in every deparrment of lebor; the evi-
dever of which §s to be found in the fact that the con-
sumpdion of food and fuel greatly increased, while that
of cloth almost doubled, and that of iron trebled
Hew, indeed, could it be otherwise than that the re-

[ —

Euch baving been the result of the Jeterminationto
pnderwork the world, it hacame to establish
n new e semof philosophy, by sid of whick to relicve
those whosought to buy labor cheap and sell its products
dear, from all pespon-ibadity for ibe exisionce of such &
state of things. Aod accendingly it eame 1o be discor-

ercd that the Almighty Lad not prepared » placest bista. | sy

ble for allmankind, apd that if mea wosld marryand bave

children, without $rst having eccumulated » capaal for |

their support, it was incumbent upon the rest of the
[ ity to permit them, unassisted, to sufer every

ward of labor should rise! The cotton m
needed laborers, mule and female, snd so did bis peigh.
bor of the woolen mill; and the laborers they now em-
1 loyed could buy shoes and hats. The iron masters and
the coul miners needed werkmen, snd the men they

. employed needed cotton and woolen cloths; and they

could consume more largely of food. The farmers
markets tended to bmprove, and be could buy moge
largely of hats snd shoes, plows and barrows, and the
betmakers and shoemnkers, and the makers of plows

! end harrows, needed more hands; and therefore capi-

«fect of & diminikhed competition for the purchase of |
Isber, resulting from the establishrsent of British free |

trade o Indis, likewlse, manufnctures died away, sad

| the comsaquences of which are describad, in a recent
| ccrrespendence between the Governor-General and the

with them the competition for the purehsss of labor; |

tal was svervwchere looking for lsbor, where before labur
bind been looking for capital. The value of cottous, and
weclens, and fren, produced in 1546, as compared with
thet of 1542, was greater by & hundred millions of dol-

privation, and every calumity “short of absolute death,”
#s alesson to those who were to fullow them. Thela.
torer bad, it was sald, mo right to bave work found for
kim.  Hebad po right to claim thas, if willing to work,
ke wasentitled to befed. His claime, in this respect,

| gedo. The

were precisely similar to those of the men who had cloths |

tosell. lithe “labor markets” were full, he must starve
and aoy claim to the contrry was * a clear absurdity.”
“Hew many bundreds of Manchester cotton spinners,
or Leedscluthiers,” it wes triumphantly asked, *have
their warchouses crammed with goods which they only

| desireto scll at the most paltry profit, or éven af prims

Inre, and all this went to the payment of labor, forall the |
| kus then th= laborer any clam upon the community

profits of the iron master and of the cotton and woolen

neces, or to the enlargement of the old ones. Usahbp-
pily, bowever, for us, our legislators were amitten with
a love of Eritish free trade.  They were of opiuion thas
we were, by right, an agricultural nation, and thas so we
wust continue; and that the true way to produce gom-
petition for the purchase of Isbor was to resolve the
whole pation into & body of farmers, and the tarif of

| 1842 was repenled.

| Comyany, ss being at that moment, “ sufering to nu- |

werouy claswrs scarcely to be peralleled in the history of
commerre.’  The consequenees of such a state of things

are rocn in the fact that famines and pestilences have |

been tumerous and most severs, sud that cholerais per-

| pel\.nﬁln.rr.r:.l_u‘rl nuet w0 eontinue whils it shall re- |

| quire tho labor of & sixih of the year to purclase the
salt uecessary for u laborer's faniily
Tuthey grew cotton, end experted cotton yarn while

eral rescurces ars inexbaustible, and her peopla were
extersively engnged in the production of fron; but, un-
kuppily for ber, Eritain was dotermined to underwork
the world, and she hersell adbored to * free trade and
direct texation,” the policy new sdvoented among our-
aelves by the papers iuthe cmploy of Manchester and
| Birmingham ; enid the result of this in Turkey is scen
| in the fuct that nowhere in the empire L there auy com-
| petition for the purchasc of Inbor ; that nowhere in Fu.
| rope is the comdith n of the Isborer so low ; and that the

TOPEEn POWETS,

1he Britieh West ludies bavo been ruined by the ays-
temn, end Couada is pow®paralyzed by it.  Compesition
fur the purchase of labor nowhere exists, for all are
farmers ; snd thonssnds of Canmiens are pow seeking
iu the Union an asylum In which they may be, in some
degree, protected ngninst that British free trade which
looks everywhern to the separation of the consumor
from the producer, and the suljugstion of botk to the
tyrenny of the middlemen who own the shipe and the
looms through whick they are forced to perform their
exchanges.

Luch baving been the effects of the =ystem in rogard
| to the customers of Englagd, wa may now look to see

what tLey huve Leen lu regued to her own peopls,  De-
t siring to undervork the world, shie had gradusBy sub-
stituted femele labor for that of males, and infant labor
for thet of adults; the neeescary consequence of which
wes adiminished competition for the purchase of labor
ol every kind, and a constant incrouse in the number of
'E pauyers reeviving support out of the forced coutributions

of the prople who were alile to support themselves ; and
the umount of poortaxes rose ut length to the almost
incredible sum of nine millions of pounds sterling, or
wmore than forty millions of dollars. Under such cir-
cumstances, the people who bad labor to sell, could
| meither determine for whom they would work nor what
should be their wages ; und the resuls of this was seen
in the wiversblo snd dobesed condition of tho hundreds
of thourands of wretched people driven to seck refuge
in the lones, aileys, and cellars of Manchestor and Bir-
minghsm, Glaegow and Paieley, Liverpool and London
1t Lbecume ot length obvious that the system would not
work, The countries with which England had had
wlLat she called free trade woro ruined, and 6!l the pros-
perous countries of the world bad imposed hizh duties
upen Eritieh monufuciures, with o view to prosect their
people iu the effort ut findiug @ market for their labor
and ite products; amd it became necessary to endeavor
to procure a relaxation of the protective system of
these countries.  England desired to be © the workshop
of the werlu,” und, that vhe might become so, sha pro-
claimed the sdoption of thatsystom row knows in Man
chester by the name of * fiee trade,"—by whick is meant
that the people of the rest of the world shall be limited
to une pursuit—tlat of agriculiure—and thst they shall
Lave but ere market in which to sell their food nod their
wol, ard but cze in which to buy their cloth and thele
iron—end that merket Eugland,

The effects of the pew systera were deseribod, lo aa-
teipation, s wagical  All the world waa to be en-
ricked, The prople of Lussio and Germany were to
sboandon the idea of divorsifiestion of Iabor, and were
| toemploy themwelves in ruising food and wool for the
j grest Engli-h market, while France was to furnish silk
| ud wine, and wo were to raiso cotton, ne part of waich

was to be worn, even by ourssives, wntil i had first crossed
| the Adantic in company with the food thet was to feed the
| o who made it into cloth, All the world was to aban.

don the ides of eny combinuion of effort that eould
I produce ecmpetition for the purchase of labor. Eng
land was hencetorth to bo ** the workshop of the world,”

| beve lsrgely d

furnishing hor owa poople with their cloth. Her min- |

| lars.

Sixyrars have since clapsed, and we now produce
less irem by about 400,000 tuns, and there is, therefors,
less demand for lubor, to the extent of the whole value
of that iron, which. estimated in the form in which it la
used —nails, stoves, plows, and steam-engines, —is from
thirty to forty millicus of dollars. Tu the sawe time we
hed the production of woolen and
cotten cloth, and a variety of other articles, the mana.
facture of which grew up under the tariff of 1813; and
the reduction in the demand for Inbor in these pursuits
mny be set down at not less than twenty millions of dol-
We bave cessnd o build wills and furnaces, and
Lave also censed 10 open mines. and thus, in every
quarter, i there o diminkbed competition for the pur-

&

| chaga cf labor, wherens it should lurgely have increased,
| ad wenld have incressed bad tho taridl of 1543 been

naticn ia now o mere playthiog io the bauds of the Ea. |

| axd to bay, st Ler own prices, all she desired to bave, |

| whils selling sll ehe producedat prices sleo fixed by
| lerself,

Frence, Pelgium, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, and
Hussin, tiad then high proteetive tarifis, and to them
they buve since sdhered, belioving that their interests
| were to be promoted by the system that brought the

censumer neer to the producer, and that the nestrer the

lem snd the pluw, the bummer snd the barrow, the

Isrger wonld be the reward of labor,  This country was
| then but just recovering from the distresses of 1941-3
| the pericad of 8 most perfect spproach to Britlsh free
trede,whon thore oxisted scareely any dernand for labor.
| Our mills und furneces had been elosed. and we had
| long cessed to Luild new ones; the consequence of
| whick Lad been that carpenters and masons, winers and
| smelters, oo tton and woclen manufacturers, were every-
| whereseeking employmesnt in farming, or in other pur
| sults, with duily tendency to a further decline of wages ;
| while women sud children, expelied from the mills, and
| deprived of ull employment, bad censed to earns wages
| tonid inthe maintenance of the families of which they
| weres part. There bad been no eompetition for the
| purthgee of labor, but everywhere competition for ita
sale. We have now before us & paper by “a farm.ls-
borer," who thua describes that calamitous portion of
| ver bistery, when the rapid spprosch of British free
trade, wder the strictly revenus provisious of the Com-
' premise Taritf, had snnibilated competition for the pur-

chusc of labor:

“The yrars 1859, 1540 and 41 were striking elucids-
ticme of sun b crves ; when the cry of sober, industrious,
| orderly mon, ‘Give me weet ! only give me work,
| MAKE YOUR OWN TERMs—MVSELF AND FAMILY LAVE
NOTKING TU FAT, was henrd tu eur Iand. Tu those
| years tousanis of cases of the kind in our
| populcusdict i
| Tistsuch wssthe fact must be admitied by all our
reedors. Throughout the whole length and bresdsh of
| she ls1d (here wes sn universsl cry of “Uive me
; wotk , make your ewn terme—myselt sod family have
| nething to ¢u" urd the comsequence of this state of
| thirgs w.that the cunaunpiion of food so groatly di
misisbed that the prices st which it was exported, in
II 18419, 10 foroign o uniries, wers b wer than they had
| been for many yoars; and thus it was that the farmer
| puid for the cystem which Lad ruined ike laborer snd
e meclavie.

1t wes this stare of things that redstablished protec-
ticn fr Lo Americen luborer, whetber ia the Seld or
im tho work bop. The tariff of 1543 was passed. and
af once thery arvse rompe Jfor the purchase of Labor,
| Mills were to be built, and men wepe neaded to quarry
| the stene sed get out the tumber; and other mes were
requinid to 1oy the stone and fashion the lumber iute
ficors spd roots, doors aad windows: aad the employ-
ment thus ded cnabled vasi of men again
to occupy benses of their cwn, asd thus was produced
a vew demand for mesons Amd COrpenIors, QUATTYIASD
sed lubermon.  Furnaces were built. and mines wers
opeocd. spd steam-cogioes wore nombed, and the men
emplorod st (heme works were cosblel o cosmme

meintuned.  YWhile it exicted wo added st least o hun-
dred willions to our annual paymenta for lubor ina very
few depariments of employment, to say notliag of a
thoussnd cthers; and we should singe have wdded &
hundred snd ffty millions to the amount, whereas it is
new fur loss than I8 was six years sinee, and competition
for the purchase of labor divunirches from day to day.

How, indeed, eould any other result have been anticl-
patedt  Every workman, whether laborer or mechanic,
kuows jerfeetly well that he cannot have higher wages
then his weighbor, of equal strength and sbility, is
willing to receive, The shoemaker that should give s
dollsr for the making of & pair of shoes that his peigh-
bors were accustomed to have made for fifty ceuta,
wenld, ws all journeymen shoemakers know, bo rulned,
and therefore it is that when they desire to have a rise
ol wages, they combine together, and endeavor to pro-
vent sny of thenselves from working below a fixed
rate ; oo this e ns well kuown te battere and tailors,
poper makers and privters, os it is 1o shosmaikers,
Egually truo is it as regnrds the poople who manufac
tute iren, or cotton snd woolen elothe.  H they pay a
given smcunt of wages, they must obteio & prico that is
iu accordnnee with thuse wages, or they must stop;
snd if they wre compolled to compete with the men
sbreed, who csn Lave their work perforned at low
wiges, they must either psy out loss to their men, or
they must shandon the business, Al it hws beon aban-
dered.  Everywhere throughout the country mills and
furnaces bave been fiest closed, and then sold by the
sherifl. Iniwo counties of Peunsylvania, Armstrong
srd Cluricm, forty eut of Mriyseo furnaces hase been
clorad, and nearly all of them hove boen vold by tha sheriff,
tid the pecple who worked ia them bave becoma com-
petitors for the ssle of their labor in ather employments.
In Ersex County, New-York, nearly all the furusess and
furges have been closed, and great numbers of men
Luve been driven out to compete with men that raised
fuod, or made roads, or bats, ogchoos ; and all the young
wen who now urrive ot maturity are forced to do the
setce, with constant tendepey to swamp those who
were before engaged In producing food, shoes, Lats, or
cista. 'The grest fron establishment at Boontoo lins
been sold Ly the sheriff, aiter bhaving padd out three
wiliives ln wages to people who must slso rosort to
vther mesne of smployment. The enormous carpet
fectary st Thompscuville, with its millions of espital,
has been ruized becsuse bt eould not pay kizh wages
and comyete with men who bud their enrpets manafac-
tured ot lew coes. The grost print works of Fall
Niver bave been elosed, and their proprictors have boen
ruited ; and such bes beenthe case with eotton and
woelen mills, relling wills, ard busdreds of sualler
estel lebments of verions kinle, from one extremity of
tLe country to the other ; and the eftect of this, i every
cwe, hes Loen to drive out uumbers of perions, male
and fomale, to sock cubsietence in oilier pwiploy ments,
thus incregsin § everyichere the comptision. for the sale of
labor, with tendeney to reduction in its price.  That this
terdency resulta inevitably from the closing of eony
bLracch of employment, wust be obrlous to ell our
renders, Now, the ol ject of the whole Britkh systomn
i that of producing cheapness of lubor ; and the mede
in which that is to be sccemplished ls to destroy every.
where competition [or ite purchase,

7 be Lenden Times informs its readers that ** the great
works of Brizain depend on eheap Labor.” "I'he les the com-
petiticn here for the purchase of labor, the lower sset be
wages, the vmsller must be the dowmestic consuts ption of
foad, the grester must be the surplus for export, aud the
lower wust be the prices st which Britwin will be sup-
plied. £o, too, with cotton. The manufucturors of
Indin bave been ruined, and the whole people have boen

| driven to seck employment in the work of cultivation ;
| the ermeeguence of whick is that cotton yields the pre-

ducrr lees than & penny per pound, and his wagosare
les# thun o doller per month, Our manufsctoriod are
Lroken up, snd sll of our people are driveninto agricul-
ture, that they may compete with lodia for the ssle of
their products in the market of Euglund ; aud the effect
of tlis is scen in the fact that the cotton which usedto

| sell at twelve or wighteen cents per pound, now sells at

frcm six to twelve ; and with the large erop of the
present sesson may, axd perhaps will, soe lowor prices
then any yet known. ltis scught shus to produce every-
where competition for the sale tn England of the products
of the labor of other counrries, sud the effect of this is
seen lo the destructicn of the valus of the labor of the
prople of the rest of the world

The chiect of the whole system L that of underwork-
ing tke world, and ite effects are seen in the ruln of all
the ccustries which permit the British systen to be

| earried vut, snd of this Irelsnd affords the most re-

murksble exsmple. Up to 1801, the date of the Act of
Unicn, by which it was provided that free trade with
England sbould gradually bo cetablished, that country
bed extensive mezuisctures of iron, and of cotton aud
woolen cloth ; but there gradually dsappesrad ws free
trede was more and more established, and the couse-
quence of this bas Leen the gradual depreciation in the
value of Isbor, because of the sotal absence of & markes
for it ; and, us bas been seen, men have been compeiled
10 remait kdle when they were willing to labor for even
Sowrpemca a day.  Of these poor people vast pumbers
svught emplcyment in England, and the offect was that
of reducing the velue of English agricultural labor to
such en extent that Englich laborers ware furced o coa-
tent themselies with six shillings s week for the sup-
jpert of themwelves, their wives, and their families.
Hew men could live upen st shillings, (1 44) we leave
to & reeders to lmagine for themeelves, after baving
reed the loliowing statement of the mode of disposing
of ever the lurger woges of eight shidkings per woek.
RO oo soevivans
Tl.".. sesisss e
BN icsssnsuess
Bresd... ...
Hire are len centa per week for mess,
per week for fuel, 8130 for bresd for » family,
vee the conditicn of theee poor people s
fortelle ccwnpared with thet of tens of thousands
band locn: weaters, ahways reeciving low wages, even

tho lemes axd alley s of London and Lirerpool, Manches-
ter apd Glasrvw  oll of shom are eompetitors for the sale

ef labor, Waving the buyers of labor to fix the price.

costt  But do they ever stultify themaelves by requiriag
the State to compel unwilling customersto purchase from
them articles which they do not want ¥ 1f they do net,

manufacturer went to the building of new millaand fur- ! foreven the food required to keep him and his faculy

from starvation? Assuredly not! The answerto be
mede is, that the labor market is full, and you must dle
off until the supply shall be brought down to the de

| e Lamor oF oUs owy, How dos

wend. Suck s the political philosophy of The Edin. |
burgh Reeicw, cne of the most consistent sdvooates of |

that Pritiel free trade system which teaches that the

true interests of all other pations are to be promoted |

by ecnfining themselves exclusivély to sgriculture, in
rder that there mey be but one set of employers, sad
1hut thero may nowhere be any competition for the pur-
chuse of labor,

We beg our readers now to remark that *the Iabor |

market i full,” and full to overflowing, in all those coun-
tries that bisve free trade with England.  Of this Ireland

and India, Turkey, Portugnl, snd the West Indies aro |
examples. In nove of them is there any competition

for the purchuse of labor. Neither was there any here

| inthe freetrade times of 1541 and 1342, as they must

well recollect.  *The labor market” was then full, be-
cause we then built no mills or furnaces, nor did we
openmines; and as n nocessary consequence, people
wore tco poor to purchase shoes or hats, books or nows-
papers. The taritt of 1842 led to the redpening of old

! mills and furnaces, sud the building of new ones; and

| thuseleared * the Iabor market.”

' paralyzestrade everywhere, and the grest suferer by

this paralysis is the man who Laa labor to sell. The
whole tendepey of the system is to koep “the labor
market” everywhers full, and to enable the purchaser of

| leborto £x the priee of it. The object of the American

free trade, which was established by the tarig of 1542,
{# to protect the Inborer frum being compelled to compete
with men who furnlsh “the clienp labor” upon which
are biscd all “the great works of Dritain” thas have, se
The Times aseures us, contributed so largely to the com-
fort of * those tho have money to spend.”

Seren years sluce, Mr. Coupex told the people of

Manchester (ros trade |

Frglond that for many years previously thors had been |

two luborers seeking one mastor, whereas, when they
should Lave repesled the corn-luws, there would speedi-

Iy e scen two mssters seeking one laborer.  How far |

this prophiecy bus been realized in Ireland may be soon
in the fact that famine, pestilence, and emigration have

since that time diminished the population at least two |

milli us, and that the texdency to the extirpation of the

 eltic rice is greater now than it has of any time been. |

How fur it i+ the case ln Scotland tmy be seen from the
following etatement of frets in relation to the people of
tLe Highlatide, whose mucestors have probably been for
centuries in possession of the lands from which they
themselves sre now being expelled.

“ A Colonel Gordow, the owner of estates in South
Uit smd Enirw, dn ke highlands of Scotlund, has sent off
wrer 1,000 dectivute tenants and cotters undor the most
ctuc ) nnd delusive temptations ; assuring them that they

wiu'd e tuken eare ol anmedintely on their urcival st |

Quebee by the cruigrang agent, receive o fros passage to
Upper Conuda, whore they would be providel with
work by the guvernment agents, sud receive grants of
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The wen feel it, snd sre crushed.  Ab! you M

Libernl! Fharwee of ! those men are lutonlng
—have | got you now | the evil stops vot Thom
wen, driven v owen trode, seek -
others, when “they mecll the rurpins, and wagen

tem which she Jenominates free trwde, In
crusb thens shio has boen crushing her own people, and
tLo mora raphl the spread of pauperism wt home the
greater have beon her efforts to produce the surphs la-
bor which cnuses s fall of wages at home and abroad.

Throughout thia country workmen object 1o the em-
ployment of eonvict Inbor. The tendency s, suy they,
1o reduce the rate of wages, because the lubor of eon-
victs cannot be sold except st reduced prices; and
every attempt ot rendoring penisentiarios solf-support-
ing must, ns they say, (il, wnlcss the convict wniderwork
the freeman, ‘Vhore eanuot be two prices in one market,
st one and the ssme time, for the same coummodity.
That admitted, we would beg our readers now o re-
peruse the extract just given, and seo if the systom es-
tablished in Great Britgin Is not preciscly the same

. agsinst which thoy protest when attemptad to be estab-
| liehed smuong vurselves, [ they ennnot competo wikh

lend on certam inuginary conditions, Soventy.onaof the |

lest targo of four hundred and fitty have sigued u state-
menit thet some of thews thed to the mountans when s
wttenjt wes made to Jurce thom to emigrate. * Whare-
uptn, they wdid, ' Mr. Fleming gave oniers to s prilice-
ks, whe wis secompanded Ly the ground officer of the
ertute io Burra, and ecme constables, to pursue tho peo-
ple who had jun awey swmong the wonutalus, wich ey
witl, awd sweceedid on copruring about twenty from ke
movrtaine ond from other istands in the neighiorhood ;
bt omiy came sk the officors on an attompt being riade o
hander i thom, and that some xho ran away roere nol browght
back . 1w conseguince of whiea four families, at least, hace
becn divided, some hacing eope in the phipe 10 bfneber,
while other mambirs 1 she s@me families dre lefi in the
heghiwnds

Livw it Les been in Englond is acen in the fact thet at
no percd bas cnigration beon to grest, nor bad there
bieen st any time more evidenco of distress mong the
lotering paj ulstion then slice the dute of Mr. Colilon's
preghecy.  We hnve now Leriee wo n Jester (rom Loo-
don, dated ou the tho 21+t of Inet July, and adiiressod to
(Lo edttor of o Joureel that suppors ihe British froe-
trode 4 Ley, fiom which we take the following extract :

#The ver v dnll siute of trode in the |||i|ul.lfm'?uun-.;
distiacte b I'Inl wing crent distress npge b lIP«r‘l[['L"‘
many of whows do por earn more than one dollar per weeh!
I t||}'|.'. ntly hoar ot ensem Wheré puor operatives sre op-
presecd by perruns who haye tiustad them for small
sume. A Onrlisle tradesmnn recently sued o hand-loom
woore Tin the county eourt, The weaver was poor, but
Lonest | he wdmmitted that no owed the debt, snd ottersd
to gy & ennll sum eeckly to reduce it It appeseed trom
t! e voidence that the wearer Aad o wife and three children,

| =

convicts here, can they compate with the men abroad
who are compelled to ery, * Give mo work ; maks your
own terms! my wife aud faumily are starving1* lre-
Innd aboutds with men who eannot obtain
even st twelve conts per day. Bootlund hea its hun-
dreds of thousands of people always at the starve-
ton poiut, aud England bes its hundreds of thou-
snnda whose whole earnings for the support of
thewselves, their wives aad their fumilies, are
but six or seven shillings a week. The whole kingdom
is boing converted into one vast prison-house, Slled
with men who ery, * Give me work ; make your ows
terms ! And itis with these men that England invites
the compotition of the world.  Her systom tends to the
destruction of the luborer st home and abroad. [t s 10
be carried out by aid of what she ealls free trade, snd
its working is so well described in & redent work of
grvat whility* iu megard to oue branch of trads, (the
tailors",) thet we are tompted (o give the extractawhich
folliow

“* e mon ¥
e l.:,i oulin nmrw%m‘mm 'h.
Wiy s hould hie not get sheh s ot ws he coukd ! W
shou'd he stick to the old, slow-
¢ Hillculous scruples ! ﬁmmmut-'
nowe such, Were ned the army clothes, the

| glutbos, 1he policemen’s clothes, §

| shouli

evd thal his wudes ware from 4 6w 49 per week, ond |
that hindreds of wiarers could notgarn more waares. P |

who Lesr Lhis case wWas 50 affected by the nian's
ory, that be omde an crder for s small amount o ha
pord mentbly. The condition of most of the operativs
classen of the many facive ing districts ia liltis better than that

Juige

contraet-

oie i eweiteis, Who bired the work st low prices, and
1 aguim to journeyimen ot still lowar ones !
(0 piny s wien two ehillings where the Giovern-
wint il culy onet Were there not choup houses ob
the Wastend, [London,] which hud saved sevoral thow-
send wyenr by maely feducing their men's wagos b—
And i ile workmen chose to luwer wagos, bo was
not beund wetuslly to uske thew a present of inore thas
they aked for”

#uch belng the views of the employer, we 1Ay now
examine those of the employed.
1y working teilor must come to this at let, on
toyeiem; bl we sre coly lucky in

s long. You all kuow where this wll
eatne mbery e 15,000 out of 90,000 of our class
| wre endurmg now,  We slinll become gie slaves, often

o the poor Carlisie wcaver. 1t Is not strangs that such |

i b abotld wiali to leaye thetr native
States or Austulis, where labor has its reward ™

Why s it thatTabor bas bere itareward 1 1f the labor-
erof this ecuntry wero pot protected aguinst the compe-
tition of tbe man who finds himself compelled to work
in Eogland e whole week for ligtle more than s doller,
o uld ke pow have more than adollarhere 1 Certainly
pot.  Tutfor protectiun, such oves as it la, we should be
o)l (srmere, us they are in irelond, and competition for
the purclisee of Isbor would be hore no greater than itls

landd tor the United |

were, Every men who reads this puper knows that |

when two men desire to sl labor, and unly oo o buy it,
a5 it 1310 all countries in whick mavufactures do notex-
ist, wages must be low; and every man must nqually

well know that the way to bring about an increaseof | 87

wuges b to lneronse the pumber of competitors tor the
purckase of labor, How, we may be wakesd, 1o this to be
cepet The anewer ke, build mills, sud pske dowand
for querry men, masons, and carpenters Build furn.
sces. and make demand for minars snd Isborers.  Build
1wt chine ehops, aud makedemand for mechanics, Bulld

stesmm-engined, snd make spinning jeanics, and power-

| gradle, without chance of

| guin whitgne of us has been
Lm!ni."

{octus, and mrake demand for men snd womento atend
ke 1he more of there thiogs thes are doue, the larg- |
er wili be the competition for the purchase of labor, the |
groater will bethe rewsrd of labor, and the better will |

Le the cordition of the laborer and the mechanic ; whilo
the incressed production of cloths and of maciuinery,
will euable ibe fariner to clothe himaelfl more chesply,
\Le incrensed facilivy of ohtaiuing plows and barrowas
w il erable him 1o cultivate bis laud mors sdvantageons-
Iy, e the inorensed sbility to 1nake his exclanges iu bis
awedinte neighlashiced, will enable hims to masurs his
1as d s chtein lorge erops: and thus will all parties
begetis by the s ystem which louks 1o competiticn for the
pusclas of bor. _

It is. ps we bave mdd, to prevent the existence of
Wi cotey etition 1hat Englnnd desires to have what she
cails tree wrnde. the derires to be tha sule “ workshop
of the werid,” and thes ibe mey be o, & la indispena.
ble to undusxerk the world, that ia, »bo must have that
“ (beap Iabor” to which, us we aze told by The Times,
+bo cwes the existence of her " yrest wogks,” she
muit boy labor end ite products i tbe chesp market,
sxd el in the dear one; that is, sho must buy the la-
Lor of Irelend, India, and this conntry cheap, and she
muat svil t0 us os dearly nssho cen; and the more abe
cem unake bersell the exclusive “ workshop of the
world,” the mere will her manuiheturers be able to buy
bonply snd sell dearly. Tleir system, as & affects the
laba rers of Englund herielf, and those of cther coun-
trice, bes been so well deecribed in & speech receatly
delivered at Bredford. cn the cecasion of the eleetion of
reprecemtatives in ke new Parlinment, thet we are

tumpted to furnieh cur readers whk tke following loug |

crtraet. Deseribirg 1he Manches ter system, the speaker
#1y7 thas “pauperim” lies at its roots :

“It is,” ssys Le, *its TOOL mn—bw"'
ﬁnqw,.'ﬁrn. Now | ”'-lr::ﬂl

chrap and wil dear

competiiion, the ruin of and mall

i
:
|

| ever mute pennry, slnvery, uisery, s we are
i ntdes—aluoe

the bedily prioners, of Jews, middiemen, and swoators,
who draw their livelihood ous of our starvation. Wa
sball huve to fece, e the rmhwr,urw
cas of labor, ever increasing profite made out of lu-
ber Ly the contractorns who willw u—-m
tnes ulicted ot the eaprice of gr—thn

tien of wownen, snd children, snd starving [rish—our
Lonts of work il ineresse one-third, our actual
decresse to lesd than onehalt; and in sll this wa
have to bope, no chauce of in wages, but

un by those who sre sacked by
drod! —yumeiy, cut of the honorable trade jo w
were brought up, isto the infornal system of contraes
work, which Is devouriog cur trede and
bedy and poul.  Our wives will be foreed to slt up
and dey to belp w—our ehildres must labor from

w
brecthing the freeh ale of Hewven ; our

LW G, et turn urs or w
ar thow ads do, must out their miserablo

, u whole
Ly prostiution. Awd, siter all, & ?;11"

The spenker, snd some of lis friends, resisted the
mmplnuduumd:mud.ucmd
courie, were discharged, sud nexi wo find them in rus
swxaTER's Drw, described In one of the chaptors of

if

d ¥ g
::‘u:n. nll Gevernnent work is just the very
Jowrst pescurc 1o which s poor starved-ous weetch
:glm himneeh luh-;pﬁdy and soul together. Way,
AUV THIet 3 nliost every w
helf lndlﬂn.’::; Lalf, the vy lvwﬂtllrh;]l'lﬂ.’..

The Goversment, however, ls not to blame; i s
only carrying oub the system which teaches thet the
true mede of enriching England ls to buy libor, a8

that of India, of Turkey, and of al! the other wnprotected
pations of the world. Our own ball-protetod nation
bas ccntiibuted to them most largely, and our comtri-
butions Ine the d of labor diminishes us-
der the action of the tarif of 1846,

TLere cannot betwo prices iu the world t the ssme
time for the iame commodity. If cottos is low in Cal-
cutta it cannot be high ia Now.Orleans, nor cansugar be
low ins New-Orlesrs if high ln Now York. €0 is it with
lator. The destruction of tho value of labor in lreland
Intu&lwwﬂ'h:?“::::'*‘z
of Englsnd, now going o continme
1o destrn tion of the value of Euglich lsbor ieads to the
destruction of the value of that of this coantry, 8 we
s hall new show, Ourreaders havoseen the condition
of tho tilors in Eugland—oceupuuts of the swonber's
det—of whop from (iteen te twenty thousard have re-
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